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The PREFACE. 
Courrteous Reader, 


AD not the unhappy Produtt of 
H a former Piece. pleading for a 
Seventh - Day Sabbath, a few 

Months fince morally neceſſitated ; and the 
Importunity and earneft Intreaties of 
thoſe whoſe conjuntt Defires were deem'd 
cogent and undeniable Injunitions, now 
conſtrain'd, you had never ſeen the Au- 
thor in print ; than whom ſcarce any one 
more defires Retiredneſs and Obſcurity, 
or was reſolved more again? appearing 
in Publick : But as the former Diſcourſe 
was judged ſeaſonable and proper to ob- 
firud an Error, ſs this Sermon has been 
judged (both by others ) to be beneficial 
_- uſeful for Praftice, eſpecially for the 
Regulators of others Practice (the Mini- 
fters of the Goſpel) unto which if it con- 
duce any thing, you ought to thank thoſe 
| 2 who 


The PREFACE. Þþ 


who have wreſted it from me ; for I 


could not judge it worthy of any better ' 


Fate, than other of its Companions, eveu 
to breath out its laft gaſp in the Pulpit, 
and to lie buried ever after in ſcatter d 
Papers. 

Concerning the Sermon itſelf, I ſhall 


onely ſay, 1 have been as exact--as well © 


as I could in ſending the ſame Diſcourſe 
to be printed, that was preach'd, ( only 
a Scripture or two may be added, which 
were. in the Notes, but not deliver d, be- 
cauſe of too great Prolixity, and ſome'lit- 
tle Alteration in a few words.) which t 

it conduces as much. to the Glory of God, 


and Spiritual Gaod of Others, (chiefly af | | 


"my Brethren in the Miniſtry) as I was 
made to believe by my charitable and ju- 
dicious Auditors," twas adapted ta; Thave 


all my Deſign, and my Prayer 1s, that God ; 


-will make it ſo. 


VALE. 
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FT -39-28 | 
Paſtor's Care and Dignity, 


AND THE 


PEOPLE's DUTY. 


—_ _—_ 


x Cor. IV. 


| Let a man ſo account Þ #5, 4s 0 
the Miniſters of Chrif, and 
Stewards of the Miſteries of 
G OD. 


HE holy Apoſtle having inthe 
foregoing Chapter ſharply re- 


prov'd theCorjnthiays tor their 
factious Adhering to, and Applauding 
- one Miniſter, or fome Miniſters, with 
| A 3 the 


1 2 


The Paſtor's Care and Dignity, 
the Contempt and RejeQtion of others, 
and declaring them to be carnal, igno- 
rant, and filly in ſo doing, backs his Re- 
proof, and proves his Charge by ſeve- 
ral Arguments : 


x. As that all Miniſters have the 
ſame Function and Calling, are all La- 
bourers with God. 

2. That they are all imploy'd in 
the ſame Work, and carry on the ſame 
Deſign, the Manuring of God's Huf- 
bandry, the Advancing of God's Build- 


_ Ing. 


3. That whatever any M:niſter does 
of good, whatever ſucceſs he has in his 
Labours, 'tis not from himſelf, nor from 
his Labours, nor from his Parts, (his 
Learning & Eloquence) nonor from yet 
his Graces ; but 'tis atone from God's 
Bleſſing, and by the Operation of his 
Spirit. Wherefore the Apoſtle con- 
cludes with an expreſs Prohibition of 
this carnal and ſinful Prattice. 


4. Let no Man glory in Man, for : 


all are yours : Whether Pau/,'or Apo 
los, 


| 


| 


and the People's Duty. 
tos, or Cephas, all Miniſters ; whether 
Apoſtles, or Evangelifts, or others, are 
the Churches for her Edification and 
Salvation, with all their Abilities, 
Parts, Graces, and Labours, which are 
for the Spiritual Good of the People of 


| God; of what Parts or Opimon foe- 
| ver, all thoſe that are found in the Fun- 


damentals of Faith and PraCtice, that 
teach what we ought to believe and 
1o that we may pleaſe God here, and 


| le faved by him hereafter ; tho' they 
| live different Apprehenſions of things 


atpreateſt diſtance from the Foundati- 
or, and about the Fringes of Religi- 
on | 


ind having thus reproved them for 
anddehorted them from this Over-va- 


| luing of, and Doting upon ſome Mini- 


ſters, left as 'tis uſual with imprudent 
and uronſidering Perſons, they ſhould 
run nto the other extream; and be- 
cauſe \hey muſt Tdolize no Miniſters, 


| they ſhould Conculeat them all; and 


becauſtthey muſt not Over-value any 
A 4 one, 


; they: ſhould Undervilue every one 
them ; he. begins-this: Fourth.Cha- 
pter- with-the:T ext) Let a may ſo ac- 
count of Ws, . _"TMF. 
Explication”. A Man jr og every Man, 
ine--©- the higheſt and greatett,.as well as the 
the loweſt and-meaneſt, the moſt learn- 
.ed and unlearned,-account; judge, and 
it, eſteem; tbe :rationally-1convinc'd and. 
UOTE ſatisfied 10 - his. own- Mind. that we 
| ' are. 
WE Which prieminily-; 26d. immediatel 
 fignihesRowers in, about, under a M- 
ſter  or-Patron ; and. is 'from thaxe 
drawn and. uſed to. igniie other, ſ1ts 
of inferiour ones in Service, as hereMi- 
- niſtersor Domeſtick Servants; yetaot 
of the meaneft or. common. fort of Mt- 
| BFS-i& niſters and Servants: But, - - - 
it - "© >: Srewards;. Diſpeofarors, Diſtribarers ] 
[aj of Goods from Gi@. & vitw, {ibua, | 
| paſco, rego, to diſtribute, to teecyio-go- 
vern ; all proper Ats, of Stevards:: 
And ſi of, the.. Miniſter's Steygrdſhip 
RE cp is. a twofold Stewardſhip, A-Ru- 
"al and. ins the forge; being 
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Eſtate without Bonk, Sett | 
ting, (as we uſe to ſay) Recelvingrad 
Diſpoſing of. the Revenues, &c h 
a Steward . was he:of whom. BREE 
in the beginning of.the Sixteenth Chas 
pter of Luke, who; behaved - himſelf 
knaviſhly, and diſhoneſily, in his Place 
and Truſt, ;and. left and reſign'd it as 
knaviſhly;as $ he thad .kept and manag'd 
it; for-when upon. intelligence of -hjs 
Unfaithfulnels his Lord diſcarded him, 
and required, :an Account of his Ste- 
wardſhip, and rold-him-he ſhould bens 
longer. Steward; he-gdes'to-his Lord's 
Debrars,, and. bids. one; t0:;abate. fil 
Meaſures of Oil, another twenty Megs . 
ſures; of: Wheat, which upon'thetr Ac» * 


count was; due to his Lord ;_ that ſoche * | 


might:, have them, for his Friends-arid 
Harbgurers: when he was turn'd qut'; 
for he was too proud-to begs 4nd. tgo 
delicate-'to. dig } and work :! and. they; 
.thatare ſo haughty and nice;when they. © 


come.to: Poverty, are in theoRodd ak. 
Diboely and Knoxerys . 6 


gemer x of the "h © 
ed Lat 


2 J 
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trſe 8. 


Sugars 


The Paſtor's C are and Dignity, 


r. Our Lord commends the. Unjaſt | 


Steward, not for his Injuftice, but for 
his Wit, for the Abilities that God gave 
him, not for the Abuſe thar he and rhe 
Devil made of them. The other, the 
Domeſtical Stewardſhip is the Truft 
and Charge of the Store and good 
Things of the Family within Doors, 


a—_—_ F WY a _ bod © 


to bring them forth, and to diftribute | 


them in due time. and due-manner to 
the Houſhold, and ſuch an one is ſpo- 
ken of. | 

2. A Servant whom his Lord made 


Ruler of his Houſhold, to give them { 


Meat in due ſeaſon. A Periphraſis and 
Deſcription of this Steward, as he is 
expreſly call'd elſewhere. 


3. A Steward whom his Lord ſhall ' 
make Ruler over his Houſhold, to give *' 


them their portion of Meat in due ſea- 
ſon. And this is the- Steward here 
fpoken of, intruſted with 


The Myſteries of God ; the ſecret, ' 
facred, hidden Things of God, Spiritu- 
al, Heavenly, Evangelical Things, My- ! 
Keries, and hidden from- the greateſt : 

Or- } 


and the People's Duty. 
Schollars, the moſt learned Philoſo- 
phers in the World, and from the very 
natural Man, who cannot diſcern them 
as they are in themſelves,and according 
to their own ſpiritual Nature. 


Dzvi/ion. 2. We have here the Fun- 
&ion and Office of Miniſters, Ser- 
vice and Stewardſhip ; or what 
they are, Servants and Stewards. 

2. The ſubject Matter of their Ste- 
wardſhip, or the Things whereof 
they are Stewards, The Myſteries 
of God. 

3- The Duty of the People, They 
muſt account them ſo, carry it 
towards them as ſuch. 


| Their Office ſhall be the Doftrine, 
] and the People's Duty part of the Ulc. 


DoA. x. That Miniſters are Chriſt's 
Stewards : Tit. 1. 7. 4 Biſhop (a 
Miniſter) mu#7 be blameleſs, as the 


Steward of God. 1. A diſpenſati- x Cor. 9. 


on (a Stewardſhip, the ſame word 
as 


17. 


Uixeropuinys 
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Fat. x. 25. 


The Paſtor's "Cari end Dignity, 


as in:the 'Text;) of the goſpel us 
committed unto. me. - So, 2. AG 
cording to the Diſpedſition or 
Stewardſhip which: 1s'given to 
me: for you; the Scripture ex- 


preſly tells us that Miniſters are | 


Stewards, - and that their FuncCti- 
on and Office is a Stewardſhip. 


Which Stewardſhip is no ordinary 


and common Stewardſhip,but the moſt 


excellent and glorious, the moſt nece\- 


fary and uſeful, and the moſt profita- 


ble and advantageous of all other : 


ar will appear if we conſider, 


. Whoſe Stewards they are, the 
Loid Chriſt s and God's, fo expreſ]y 
ſaid to be in the Text, And St. Paul 
tells us, that his Stewardſhip was com- 
mitted to him, v/z. by the Lord Jeſvs. 
And they are uſually called in Scri- 
pture; the Servants of: Chriſt, .Embalſ- 
ladorsof God, and of Chriſt, &c. now 
accorfding.- to\the, Excellency and De- 


..-. ,gree of the; Lord and. Maſter;: ſo.is the 
74 ay and Worth of the Steward- 


ſhip. 


ſhip. Thus-a'Steward of the 'Kilte's 
Houſhold is .a far more; honourab 
Perſon, and his Office of greater:Digs 
nity, then any others ; wherefore: the 
Miniſterial Stewardſhip muſt be -in- 
comparable more Noble in-tliis fence 


then any others. 


2. Over whem, or toward-whogt 
they are Stewards, God's Houfe, his 
Church, the, whole Houſhold/; autho- 
ritatively, over the whole Church, I 
mean ſo in a ſafe and well expounded 
ſence ; that 4s, being once duely or- 
dain'd and authoriz'd Stewards, they 
ra exerciſe it toward, -or over any 

ociety of. Men,either without or with- 
in the Pale of the Church; without in 
any place of the World, among Hea» 
thens or Mahometans, where Provi- 


dence may have caſt them; "they have: - ''+ 


Authority to gather a Church from-a+ 
mong them ; and if they have Abili- 
ty and Opportunity, they muſt endea- 
vour it; and being gather'd, they ought 
to exert the Office of God's: Steward 
over them. Within the Pale of the 

| Church, 
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The Paſtor's Care and Dignity, 
Church, among what Society of Chrj- 
ſtians foever God may bring or place 
them, or by what Communion of Chri- 
ſtians ſoever they may be called, they 
have there the Authority of Stewards, 
and if due Conveniency preſent, they 


ought to exert it alſo: For when a | 


Miniſter for the greater Glory of God, 


and Profit of the Church, may be cal- 
led from one Society of Chriſtians to | 
another, that Call collates no new Au- | 
thority on him, but gives him an Oc- | 


caſion and Opportunity to exert it 0- 


ver themſelves. Where-ever a Mini- ! 


{ter comes among Chriſtians (all o- 
ther things duely concurring,) he hath 


Authority to exert his Miniſterial Ste- | 


wardſhip over them ; fo 'ris faid, 


I. A Servant whom his Lord hath 
made Ruler over his Honſhold : Tndefi- 
nitely over his Houſhold, that is, uni- 
verſally, not over ſome one particular 


part hereof, or ſome forts of Servants : 


therein, but over all. And ſo, 
-FY 


Oo YO TOO 


ud the Peophe + Duty. 


2. The Steward whons his Lord hath Enke T2. 
made Ruler over his Houſhold ; with- 42. 


out Exception or Limitation. So, 
3- St. Paul having ſpoken of Chriſt's 
Body, which is the Church, immedi- 


ately adds, Whereof I am made a Mini- Col. 1. 24 


fter according to the diſpenſation of God ; *5 
Of the Church, of the:Body, not of a 


] particular part of the Cburch, nor a 
| ſingular Member of the Body, but of 


| the whole in this ſence; not that they 


IE 


ws OP 


can ever ſijmultaceoufly exert it over 


| the Church ; which 15 the Anti-chri- 
| ſtian Ufurpation of Rome, who pre- 


tends to be Lord of all the Stewards 
of God's Houle, as well as of the infe- 


| riour Famfly : Neither can another e- 
| ver ſ{ucceflively excrt ir among all the 
| Congregations of Chriſtians, ſeeing the 


Univerilal CHuRCH is fo far diſperſt 
rarcughout the Face of the whole 


! Earth. So that by their Calling they 


Eave ſuch an Univerſal Stewardſhip, 


| though they-are in their Imployment 
1 limited to, particular Parts of the Fa- 
| mily and Howſhold of God : Now ac- 


cording 


FÞbe-1 20 vhs 0 Ee 21G 1T); nity, 


£1 aig: 2g tho Greatdels and Excellen- 
"oxof: the Family over which Stewards 
are placed, 4s: the Worth and Dignity 
- of the Stewardſhip; wherefore ſeeing 

uſters are:Stewards over the whole 
rch. oFiGod;. fo! vaſtly numerous, 
the Family being the moſt glori- 


$2 43 = 


Privaledges,: tits 'Stewardſhip muſt in 
" Womiant Excellency ſurpaſs others. 
vail: : 


259 If we conſider theDuration there- 
of; this Stewardſhip is for ever, during 
"-_ being once. raken* into this Ser- 
-;vitcand Office of God and the Church ; 
- hey are:always:in it, and are bound 
hide: they: have Abilities, Opportuni- 
ties ind anyof the Family to officiate 
- kr; to diſpenſe to themithoſe Things 
. whereof rhey.'are Stewards : For tho' 
tects in Nature; and Corporal Inabi- 
- Hiies; and'Perfecutions, and Civil Im- 
BM _ ents. may hinder the Imploy- 
| — aiſtry, they cannot de- 


"Al ardexcalletit-for ualifications and” 


lit, woe would be unto hitti as'a "wilfh 


{the holy Things ; ſo'neither can'thi 
| and by God. taken into this Mi 


| Indeed there may be ſome) 


"3nd the Poop '+Þ wi 


to! at as Stewards.” POSE: Sis. 
red Miniſter has nailed” his F4" Ki 

Poſts of the Sanfuiry for a. pe We 
Service ; fo faith 'St. Paul,” Thoda # $4kb 
preach the gojpel, I bave' gor Th | TS 


ry of, for neceſſity is laid upth 
wo is unto me if mr not the "go; 


having the ſtewar "2, the yoſpe 
committed to him. moral, Nee! 
was layen upon him'to preach, it'ever 
after ; and if he ſhould wilfully tpfuſg 


zoff 


ry 


Neglecter of the Duties of his Cattivg; 
As conſecrated Prieſts xod Levites-un- 
der the Law never became profane Per= 
ſons, but were ſtill accounted Holy tg: 
the Lord, and fed and maintained Jy 


who under rhe Goſpel are deyored) bo | 


and Stewardflup, ever alienate” thett G- 
ſelves from it; and if they cory 
incur the Guilt of horrid" Serine 


4 


| nary Caſe; wherein it a 


For: a Man' to lay afide his" 
B 


14 be Zaftor's Care and Dignity, | 
| © FunRion, andaſſume another: As ſup- | 
poſe two Brothers, the one a King, the 
other a Biſhop, (as has been uſual, be- | 


- rity of the Clergy,) the King dies with- ' 
out. Iſſue, and unleſs the Biſhop, that. * 
next. Heir to the Crown, ſucceeds., | 
there is a Moral Necefity of the Q. | 


the IntroduCQion of Popery and Slave=., 
ry; and the Law of the Land makes ' 
the Regal and Epiſcopal Dignities to ' 
be utterly inconſiſtent in one Perſon : 
I doubt not, but *twould be the Duty 
of the Biſhop to degrade himſelf, and : 
to lay aſide his Crofier, Miter, and | 
Lawn-ſlecves, and to inveſt the Roy- / 


Crown, the Sword, and the Scepter. | 
But ſuch an extraordinary Caſe falls | 
not out in many Ages. Wherefore 


Life, it is a more excellent one then! 
thoſe that are but for a few Months / 
and Years, and at the Bene placitum of | 
an inconſtant Lord and Maſter. 
4. 1 


: ..* cauſe of the great Riches and Autho- | 


verthrow of Church and State, of |. 


al Robes, and take to himſelf the  j 


ſeeing this Stewardſhip is for Term of | _ 


and the People's Duty. 
4. If we confider the Subje&t Mat- 
ter of their Stewardſhip, or the Thin 


us 


| they are intruſted with to keep and. - 
diſpenſe In the Text: they are called 


the'Myſteries- of God ;- and theſe are, 
I. The Word of God, whereof they 


| are the Preſervers and Diſpenſers, the 
| Preachers, the Expounders, and the 
| :Appliers: So St. Paul in that foremen- 


tioned place tells us, that a Diſpenſatt- £or. 9 


' on was committed to him, which he '% 77: 
| calls the Preaching of the Goſpel; and 

: | ſo again he tells us, That the Diſpen- Co! 1. 25 
| fation which was given him, or his 
| Stewardſhip, was to fulfil the Word of 
| God; not to fulfil it in itſelf, for *tis 
compleat and perfe& in itſelf, and fo 
; ts own end and deſign even the Glo- 
* | ry of God in our Salvation: for who- 
| ever truly believes the Do&rines, and 


conſcienciouſly obeys the Commands 


; of our Bible, ſhall certainly be bleſſed 
| of God on Earth, and ſaved by him in 
| Heaven : But the meaning is, to fulfil 
| Itas a Miniſter of Chriſt roward them, 
| ina due, full, plain manner revealing, 


B 2 preach- 


36 The Raſtor's'Care. and Pignity, 
| preaching, or writing/it-to them, ;and 
preſiiog it upon them ;:and-their Com- 
Matth. 28. Miſſion runs thus 5. Go and, diſciple: all 
19,20- ;wations ; teaching them to obſerve. all 
things whatſoever I have commanded you. 
Merk 16. . And fo Chriſt ſaid unto them, Go ye 
> into all the world, and preach the goſpes 

#0 every creature. The Diſpenſationof 

the wholeWord is committed to them : 

_. Of the Promiſes, to declare their Rich. 
: .es, their Certainty, and their Conditi- 

on, and ſuitably to apply rbem; . ! Of _ 
-- the Threats, to ſhew their Dreadſul- 
nels, their Iofallibility, and their Terms, 
and ſuitably .ro apply them. Of-rthe 
Dodrines, to ſhew their Truth; their 
Harmony, their Natures, their: Ten- 
dency.to God's Glory and Man's Sal- 
vation, iO expound them, and prove 
them, and confute all Errors by them. 
Ot the Commands, to teach their Spi- 
rituality, their Latitude, their Perfe- 
, tion, and to. preſs them upon the 
'People for their Obedience and Obſer- 


' Vance. 
| 2. The 


[11454 uhe People's: Duty. * 

|; :\\2.-FheQrdmancesand:Sacred Rites 

:bf Chriſt's boſtitutions ;..1:mean the.Sa- 

'_.cramemt$;.which are only..ewo, Bap- 
\ .tiſm and the; LoRD's Supper, both 

gs <-which are intruſled ro Miniſters, and 
'as Stewards they only have theiAdtmi- 

"_— of them. $S9:is -Baptiſm , 
Go and diſciple all nations ,. baptifin | 

them in the col of the Father, pre - —_ a 

the Son,cand of the Holy Gho#F.  Thole © | 

Y -ſame: Perſons -that are authorized to | 
Teach, are authorized to Baptize, and 

none other, and therefore: we.ſay,:that 

| -if the Fotm and Matter of Baptiſm be 

| nſed::by any prophane Perſon, that is 

Aat:aMiniſter, that is Null, and*tis no *- + 

\Baptiſm.s'\$o- is the-Lo K D's Supper; " 

'zod therefore.St. Paul faith,: have re- 1 Cor. 11 
ceived:of \the Lord, that which I alſo de- © 

trvered unto you. That the Lord Feſus, 

the ſame night in which he was betrayed, 

took - bread': and when be had given 

thanks, he brake it, and (aid, Take, 

eat ; this is my body, which is broken for 

you: this da in remembrance of me. Af- 

ter. the ſame manner alſo he took the 

B 3 cap, 
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28g The:Pdftor's Cate and Dignity, | 

p, when 'be had fapped, \faying, - This 

_ #4 the new teſtament 27 any Fad : 

this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, 'in re- 

'membrance of me. Where he tells us, 

that he deliver'd to them the Eucha- 

riſt afcer the ſame manner that Chriſt 

inſtituted, as he had received Authori- 

ty from him. And whoever has a 

 . Right as « Steward of God's Myfte- 

rtes ito AUminiſter one bacrament, has 

as great a Right and Authority to Ad- 
-miaiſter both. 

3. "The /Diſcipline-and Cenſures of 
the Church: are commirted to their 
Diſpeafation,' Suſpenſion, Excommuni- 

Matth. 16-cation;Re- adrmviffion: So, 7 wall: ghve to 
'9: ;youthetkeys of the kingdom of heaven:runid 
;  -  whatſother thou fhaldbindowtearrh, ſhall 
be bond bnibeaven'; zwd whatſdeverthou 
ſhalt hoſe \ on \earth; ſhall be :loofed "in 
heaven. . Winch 1si\not ſingularly and 
,perſonally appropriated to»Perer , 'us 
the Pope would havecitzand:ſo to)him- 
ſelf-his-pretended Saccefiors; 'but-was 
committed-to.all-the Apoſtles, \und-in | 
chem-to all Miniſters their Succeſſors 
in 


ad the Prople's Pay" 
in the Miniſtry and Stewardſhip of the 


O wy. 


Goſpel : PWhoſoever fins ye remit they 7 y I0, 


are remitted unto them, and whoſoever 
fins ye retain they are retained. From 
which Pafſages we may gather. tht 
Miniſters ehly have AY - 
clude from, and reduce unto, dilct wy 
nating Ordinancers; though it parti- 
cular and well-govern'd Churches the 
People ought to be conſulted with, and 
the Reaſonableneſs of the Miniſter's 
Proceedings herein toward any parti- 
cular Member, ought to be evinced, 
(and this is according to Scripture ) 
and fo their Approbation required : 
which ſeems to be taught us in that 
Paſhpe of our Saviour's, in which our 


Saviour enjoyns, upon the ſtuborn Im- 
penitency of a Delinquent, upon a ſe» , 


cret Addreſs of the wronged Party to 
him, and upon his taking one or two 
more with him, that then he ſhould 
tell it to the Church, and if he refuſed 
to hear the Church, and for his Obſtt- 
nacy be fentenced by the Church, that 
then he ſhould count him as a Hea- 

45; B 4 then 
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Matth. 1 


5, 18. 
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then.and a Publican : Which Sentence 
 BiksS Churc pehoſerms: to. be im Iyed 
£8 1 Cas: = the words follow- 
Bs 1 ſay unto you, Whatſeever 

xe: (the 7 urch) ſhall bind on earth, ſhall 
3 bound in heaven, and whatſoever ye 
| ſhall” Jooſe on earth ſhall be looſed in 
heaven, And that there ſhould be this 
rmony berween' the Miniſters and 

the People, and that their Conſent 
'be had-in the Cenſures, ſeems. to. be 
very, expedient, yea, neceſſary. to the 
Ends of Cenſurgs of Suſpenſion or Ex- 
'communication ;-.which are the Hum- 
bling and Spiritual Profit of the De- 
Jinquent, the Warning and. the Securi- 
xy. of the Congregation, the, Reputati- 
CR and the Glory of God 

\'. by all, Naw EXCePt there be a  Con- 
\ currence between Paſtor - and. People, 
theſe. will not be produced, for if a 
Miniſter ſhould deny theOrdinances to 
a Perſon, and excommunicate him, and 
e Pcople own him as a Brother, 

ar 'll iftle regard his Miniſter's Exclu- 
fion. of him, -and be apt to be; more 
| proud 
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proud and: headſtrong againſt him; 
the People will be no way ſecured but 
be in greater Danger to be infected ; 
and by ſuch Divitions and Animoſt- 
ties, Religion will be diſgraced, God 
diſhonour'd, and the Devil's Intereſt 
exalted. - The like will be if the Peo- 
ple ſhould ſeparate from a Member, 
and the Miniſter own him, the fame 


If. not. .warſe. Conſequences -will iſſue 


therefrom; whercfore St, Paul expre- 


ly enjoyns the Concurrence of the 


Whole Church in Excommunication : 
Having greatly blamed, and ſharply 
reproved them for owning the Ince- 
ſtuous. Perſon as a Member of their 
Society ; he commands them, in the 


ye. are gathered together, and my ſpirit, 
with the power of our Lord Feſus Chrif, 
to deliver ſuch a one anto Satan, for the 
deſtruition of the fleſh, that the ſpirit 
may be ſaved in the day of the Lord 
Jeſus. So healſoenjoyns them joynt- 
ly to concur in the Re-admiſſion. of 
that excommunicated Perſon ;. when 
| Os s he 


Name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, When A x. 


23 


2 Cor.2, 
8. 


| $3 


_ .» , veal, an 
| © it, 'aid confending for his continuance 


The Pftbr's Care: and Dignity, 
he had given ſufficient Evidence of his 
unferen'd Repentance, ſufficient to ſuch 
E os is this Pumſhment which was 
mfficted of many, (many, tiot the Mi- 
niſter alone, but with his People,) fo 
that contrariwiſe ye (the ſame many) 
dught 'to- forgive him, and comfort 
him 5 leſt perhaps ſuch a one ſhould 
be fwallow'd up with  overmuch Sor- 
row ; Wherefore 1 beſeech you that you 
world coufirm your love towards him. 
Wherefore ſuppoſing; that a Miniſter 
ſhould know a Perſon to be moſt un- 
worthy of Fellowſhip, and moſt wor- 
thy of Excommunication ; yet if his . 
eee as he ought hot to re- 

ts People being ignorant of 


withithen ; he may probably ſuſpend 
tis own A&, but *twould' be no way 
adviſeable to proceed to a formal Cen- 
fure and authoritative Excommunica- 
tion, becauſe 'ſo more hurt 'would re- 
dound ro the Church, then good : and 


| -..:7 - Minifters -onght not only not to do 
- thoſe rhimgs which are unlawful; but 


alſo 


NN and ahe Peopl's Duty. 
alſo[they ought not to do thofe things 


| 'whichare irmprudent and. inexpedient : 
Wherefore ſeeing the things that are 


committed to Miniſters, are rheſe ſpi- 
ritual, heavenly, evangelical Things jn- 
finitely more excellent. rich'and glori- 
ous then all the Riches, and Mines, and 
Concerns:of this Life, 'which are no- 
thing in compariſon of them, therefore 
their Stewardſhip is 'mote noble and 


excellefr,' more 4ifeful and . profitable - 


olien'vdy Other nes Wa 
5. Itwill-alſo 8ppear ff we confider 


the-Ratification of Ml'the ARts'of this 
Stewardhipby God and Chriſt in Hea- 


ven; dt thit they direly-perform in 
their Stewardſhip, according to 'God's 
Word, 'E lare non erante, either in Word 
or Deed'is-confirmed'by God in Hea- 
ven, -and ſhall be made'good for ever 
and ever. The Threats that they 
pronounce againſt Singers. and Hypo- 


erites in their Preaching, how'preſum- 


ptuous or ſecure ſoever they be, ſhall 
certainly be inflied'by'God, (if they 


; perſevere to be {o;Yahd all the Pro- 


miles 
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miſes andBleſſiogs that they. proclaim 


"to the Godly. and Sincere, -what: ſad, 
| hard, diſmal, next door to. diſpairing 
Thoughts, they may have of; them- 


ſelves, ſhall certainly be made good by 
God :. and: fo whoever they, exelude 
from the/Priviledges. of the Militant 
Church here,on Earth, ſhall be excla- 
ded from..thoſe of the Triumphanc 
Church in Heaven; according. to thoſe 
Sexiptures alrcady quoted, Whatſoever 
you ſhall bind on earth, ſhall be bound in 
heaven, and whatſoever you: ſhall looſe on 
earth ſhall. be looſed in heaven :. Whoſe- 
ever ſins ye remit, they are ;remitted ; 
and whoſoever fins ye retain they are re- 
tained. And, thus we have,.proved 
that Miniſters are Stewards, and have 
ſhewn the Excellency of their Steward- 
ſhip, and Re: to the; Applicate 


1: : Ofe of Information, Tr ſerves to 
inform us, 1; 

x, In the: great Uſefulneſs and Pro- 
firableneſs oh the Miniſtry. in and to 
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the Church: of God ;:I had almoſt iid 
rhe Neceſſity 'thereof thereunto, it it 
be not abſolutely neceſſary to the Be- 
xe-eſſe, the well-being of the Church : 

What Confuſion ! what Waſte, what 
Want and Ruine, muſt the Abſence of 
a Steward.caufe to a great and nume- 
rous Family, wherein are too many 
unwiſe and headſtrong Perſons, too 
many proud: and ſelf - conceited ones, 
too many {laviſh and- prodigal' ones, 
&c. his Abſence would ſoon diſſolve 
the Houſhold. In the Church of God 
are too many weak and peeviſh ones, 
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wA 


too many proud and {elf - conceited 


ones, too many unruly and extrava- 
gant ones, &'c. who without the Rule 
and Guidance of a Miniſter, would 
ſoon diſſolve and ruine Churches. This 
Metaphor therefore ſhews the Utility 
and Benefit of Miniſters in the Church 


of God; as do alſo thoſe others of Fa-. 


thers, Nurſes, Paſtors, Shepherds, Guides, 
Watchmen, and Embaſſadors, &'c. To 
thew that as theſe are uſeful and ne- 


_ to Children, to Flocks, to blind 


Ones, 
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Ones, to Cities, and Armies.in time of 
War, and between diſſentiog. Nations; 
ſo.uſeful and neceſfary are Miniſters to 
the Church of Chriſt. ' 


Tſe 2. It informs vs in. the Eiror | 


of thoſe who judge Miniſters to be the 
moſt uſeleſs, comtemptible, and bur- 
denſome Perſons of the Humane Soci- 
ety, and eſpecially if they be plain, 
powerful Heart-ſearching and Conci- 
ence-ſtartling Miniſters. Theſe pro- 
fane and ungodly Wretches are grofly 
miſtaken, and under dangerous Delu- 
ſions. 

Exhor. 1. This Stewardſhip of the 
Miniſters is ſerviceable for Exhortation; 
and the Obje& hereof is threefold : 

r. To the Stewards themſelves. 
2. To thoſe who intend to be ſo. And, 
3- To the Houſhold over whom they 
are ſo. 

i. To the Miniſters 'and Stewards 
themſelves : And here I will oaly briet- 
ly premiſe, that though I am very un- 
fit and unworthy ro adviſe or. excite 
you to thoſe things which: you knaw 


better, | 
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better, and, are more forward to.do 
than myſelf; yet God's Providence, 
and your Call, bringing me hither, I 
muſt be your Monitor and Rememe-. 
brancer : wherefore I crave your Pati 
ence and Condeſcention toward me , 
but require your Reverence and Sub. 
jeion to our ſupream Lord, while E 
exhort to ſome few particulars : As, 

I. That you, would ſtill confider, 
and walk conſtantly under'the due. Ap 
prehenſion of the Greatneſs, the H@- 
nour, the Weight, the Conſequence of 
this your Funttion and Steward flup ; 
a profound and clear Perſwaſion heres» 
of would be a good, and is a neceſſary 
Preparatory to what follows. | 

2. To ke in Abilities, and Qualities, 
and Practice, and Behaviour what their 
FunCtion and Stewardfhip require, and 
exatts from them : To be ſuch, and to 
att and do as their Office does call for, 
in all (as much as poſlible) excelling 
all other Servants of the Family and 
Houſhold. And here I ſhall take leave 
to mind you of ſome particulars: As, 
| | r. Such 


#7 
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x. Such” muſt ' be learned (not to 
mention thoſe Scholaſtical Sciences, 


which all hold uſeful and neceſſary. for 
underſtanding, analifing, and handling 


the Word .of God, and all others are 
educated in, before they pretend to be 
Candidates for this FunAtion:) I would 
here recommend the Eccleſiaſtical Hi- 


ſtory, and the knowledge of the Ori- 


inal Languagues, at leaſt ſome com- 
petent Skill in them, if we can't arrive 
to a critical & exaCt one. Every Steward 
ſhould have the Key of his Store-houſe 
at his own Girdle; if not when his 
Duty requires his Diſtribution of the 
Family's Proviſion, he may be to ſeek, 
or elſe may have a Key with falſe 
Wards put into his hand : You are 
wiſe to adapt the Simile. To be able 
to go immediately ro the Fountain- 
head ourſelves, muſt be more content- 
ing, ſatisfactory, and delightful, then 
to receive the*ſtreams through Pipes, 
by which we know not what may have 


been contra&ted to allay its Purity : 


And withal, by fuch a Knowledge we 
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ſhall be qualified the more eaſily to 
, vindicate the Scripture from falſe Gloſ- 
5 ſes and Interpretations which the Un- 


learned and Heretical are apt to im- 
poſe upon it, and more clearly prove 
the Mind of the Holy Ghoſt there- 
= | 

2. Such muſt be ſeen, very well 


| ſeen, in the things themſelves, in the 
' matter of their Stewardſhip, even in 


all the Myſteries and Oracles of God ; 
they muſt have a clear, diſtin, ſet- 
led, fatisfa&tory Knowledge of all Do- 


' Crinal and Prattical Truths ; they 
| muſt have a ſpiritual Apprehenfion of 
them according to their own ſpiricual 
' Nature: How can a Steward ever be 
| a good Steward, and duely diſpenſe 
! thoſe things whereof he has no know- 
| ledge? His Ignorance will make him 


to miſtake one thing for another, to 
the diſgrace of his Charge, and to the 


detriment of the Family : The Prieſts Ma 
| lips ſhould keep knowledge, and they 
1 ſhould ſeek the law at his mouth : for he 


is the Meſſenger of the Lord of hoſts. 
C His 


1. 2. 


” 
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His Lips, and to be ſure his Head firſt, 
muſt keep Knowledge, betore he can 
diſtribute it to the enquiring People. 
So our Saviour faith, Every Scribe 
which is inſtruted unto the kingdom of 
heaven, is like unto a man that is an 
houſholder, which bringeth forth out of 
his treaſures things new and old. He 
muſt be ſtored with, all due know- 
l:dge of the things of God, and have 
Treaſures of all forts-of them : which 
that we may attain, there is required 
a ſerious, a diligent, a humble, an afft- 
duous and conſtant ſtudying of the 
Holy Scriptures, with tervent, fre- 
queat, and, conſtant Prayer to God 
for his Bleſſing our Study 1n. them, 
and enlightning our Minds, and en- 
riching our Souls with them. Which 
St.. Paul exhorts Timothy to, Till 
care, giue attendance to reading ; me- 
ditate upon. thoſe things, give thy ſelf 
wholly ta them, that they profiting may 
appear to all. If ſuch an eminent and 
enlightned Miniſter as. 7 ;mothy muſt 
read. and mediate to profit. himſelf 
| more 
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 1n, and} meditating on the Word of 
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more and more in Divine Knowledge, 
then much more have we need; and 
muſt ir be our Duty ro read and me- 
ditate daily and conſtantly, that we 
may increaſe therein: I mean reading 


God, which doubtleſs St. Page! chiefly, 

if not only meant in this his Exhorta- 

tion to Timothy, for he tells him in a- 

nother place, That the ſcriptures were , Tim. 3. 

able to make him wiſe unto ſalvation, "$7 

through faith which is in Chris? Feſus. 

All Scripture is given by Iaſpiration of 

God, and is profitable for Dottrine, 

for Reproof, for Corre&ton, for Inſtru- 

tion in Righteouſneſs, that the Man 

of God may be perfe&, throughly fur- 

niſhed unto all good Works. So that 

the Scripture fully and infallibly fur- 

niſhes us with all Truths, with the 

Confutatioa of all Errors, with all Du- 

ties to be preſſed upon all our Peo- 

ple; and with a Diſcovery of all Sins 

to be forbidden : And hereby the Ste- 

ward of God's Myſteries may be com- 

pleatly furniſhed for the Diſcharge of 
C 2 his 


ve Faſtor s Care and. Dignity, 
Ins Fun&tion. And here for the more 
clear fatisfactory Diſcovery of the 
Truths of Scripture, and a more rea- 
dy Ute and Improvement of them for 
the Benefit of the Houſhold of God ; 
I would exhort to the framing in our 
Minds of a Methodical Body of Divi- 
nity, of all the Articles of Faith, and 
of all the Dutics of Life. A Steward: 
ſhould keep all his Store and Treaſure 
in 2 diſtin& Order, or elſe he may _be 
_ confounded, when having occaſion on 
{ome unexpected Emergency, he ſhall 
be to ſcek and not be able to.find what: 
1s required he ſhould produce: Such a. 
erhod of Theology 1s called, av2A 
Yiev Ti; mi5*ws, the Analogy of Faith; .: 
which we tranſlate Proportion of Faith, 
wherein every thing 1s fitly and pro- 
portionably placed, has its proper de-. 
pzndence one upon another”, refers 
each to other, is proved, illuſtrated, 
ſtrengthened and confirmed each by o- 
ther, and tis called Umeluzwar vyav-, 
1zy A5ywv ; The Form or the Scheme 
= the Plat-form of ſound Words, for- 
mally 
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| mally ſo in themſelves, efficiently ſo in 


others ;* being the grand Inſtrument in 


the hard of the Spirit to make Souls 


ſound and healthy. in the Faith. Such 
a Plat-form' the Apoſtle would have 
Timothy to hold faſt, to have it alw ay's 
with him'; and without qneſtion *tis 


-more noble and uſeful in the Head, 


then *ris in a Book: He tliat hath clear- 
ly and diſtinaly fuch a'Body of Divini- 


ty in his Head, and has experienced the 
'Grace of God in his Heart; and keeps 
alive'the Graces of the $pirir, will be 


prepared upon any warning, within a 


Jictle time, with his «Bible- (when he 
-can have no qther Helps,) only, to 
preach diſtin&ly, orthodoxly, a and pro- 


firably upon any Polemical or PraQti- 
cal Point that may be. propoſed ; by 
the uſual aſſiſtance of the Spirit of God, 
Whereas ſach as decry and jeer at this 
as Syſtematical Divinity, if they ſhould 
be engaged” to diſcourſe upon ſuch a 
Subjea, and have no opportunity to 
recur to their own common Places and 
Collettions, nor the help of other 
C 3 Books, 
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Books, would make but ſorrowful, je- 
june, confus'd and blundring work on'r. 
3. Such muſt be wiſe and prudent : 
The former of theſe three you may call 
Learning or Knowledge ; the ſecond 
you may call Sapicnce or Wiidom.; 
and this you may call Prudence and 
Diſcretion : By which I mean a dilt 
gent and {agacious Inquiſition into, and 
Diſcovery of the Condition and State 
of the Family, and of each-Perſon in 
it, over which we are ſtated Stewards; 
that ſo we may know what to diſtri- 
bute of the Myſteries of God unto 
them, which requires a very careful 
InfpeQion into them and: their ways 
and doings, 'and a diligent Converſe 
with them, and Examination of them 
as far as conveniently we may. A 
Steward ſhquld know the Temper and 
Conſtitution of the Family, left he 
ſhould give Food where Phyſick is 
"more neceſſary, and fo hurt inſtead of 
benefiting thoſe that are committed to 
is Charge: he ought to obſerve whe- 
ther they work end deſerve their Main» 
| | renance, 
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tenance, or whether they be idle and 
merit nothing ; leſt he ſhould waſte his 
Maſter's Goods, by giving them to 
thoſe who ought to bave none of 
them ; Miniſters muſt fo endeavour to 
know the People of their Charge, as to 
know to whom they ought to apply 
the Promiſes ; and whom they ought 
to chear with the Cordials of the Go- 
ſpel, and to encourage with all the 
Priviledges thereof ; and to whem 
they ought to apply the Threats of 


the Law ; and to make them to ſmart 


with the Corrofives of the Word, and 
caſt them down by a due Excluſion 
from Evangelical Communion: who 
are Babes, and want Inſtruction and 
gentle  Cartiage toward them; and 
who ought to te reproved and {cvere- 
ly dealt with: In a word, they o-ght 
ſo wiſely and prudently ro know their 


Perſonal Charge, as to know what is 


every ones due; and (o' ro give to c- 
very one ſuirably his Proportico and 
proper Part of the Word, Sactan ne, 
and Cenſures. Which requires great 

C 4 mea- 
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ful to them. And as his Wiſdom is 
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meaſures of Diſcretion and Prudence : 

and this 15 that which is chiefly decla- 
red by our Lord Chriſt in thole places 
where he ſaith, that 'tis the part of a 
wiſe Servant and. Steward .over God's 
Houſe, to give them their Meat in due 
ſeaſon; when *twill be moſt uſeful tor 
them, and not when 'twould be hurt- 


ſhewn in the Seaſonablcnefs, ſo alſq in 
the Quality and Quantity of the Meat 
which he gives them, which ought al- 
ſo to be ſuch as is due to them, Three 
great Books which a Miniſter ought 
chiefly to ſtudy, to make him wiſe 
and prudent, are the Holy Word, his 
own Heart, and his own People, 

4. Such muſt be ſincere and faith- 
ful ; they maſt be Loyal to their 
Truſt , and according to their. due 
knowledge they muſt diſpenſe what 
they are entryſied withal.. An. un- 
faithful Steward, may greatly wrong 
his Maſter, and injure the Family, ei- 
ther by an extravagant Waſting, or a 
clandeſtine Embezelling of the Goods 

com- 
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eſpecially in a Spiritual and Ecclefiaſti- 


Aqd this the Apoſtle ſpeaks of in the 
Verſe immediately following the Text. 


of God, he tells him, The things that 2 tim. 


tiality, Mea' pleaſing, ſowing Pillows 
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committed to him: *tis therefore an e- 
ſpecial Qualification in a Steward, and 


cal Steward, that he be true and truity : 
This 1s the Property Our SAV1Our giVES Matth. 24 
of his Servant and Steward, that he be 45: 
faithful as well as wiſe, have an honeſt Like 12. 
Heart as well as an able Head, to give 4* 
his Houſhold their Meat in due ſealon. 


Moreover, *tis. required in Stewards, 1 cor. 4. 
that a Man be found faithful, as rho' 
*rwere the only neceſſary Qualification 

of ſuch an one, And when he dire&s 
Timothy to the Properties of rho{e that 
ſhould be intruſted with the Myſteries | 


thou haf? heard of me among many wit- 
neſſes, the ſame commit thou to faithful 
men, who ſhall be able to teach others 
alſo. Now this Faithfulneſs and Loy- 
alry to God, excludes all baſe and i- 
nifter ends of the Stewardſhip, as, Ho- _.., 
nours, Riches, Applauſe from Men, Par- * 


under 
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under Elbows, dawbing with untem- 
per'd Mortar. 

5. Such muſt be diligent and labo- 
rious; Stewards muſt have their heads, 
their eyes, their hands, their feet buſi- 
ed, or they will never diſcharge their 
Office; Miniſters muſt redeem all the 
time they can from their Recreations 
of the Body, from Sleep, from Viſits ; 
they muſt imploy and exhauſt all their 
ſtrength in this their Stewardſhip ; they 
muſt wear out their Lungs-1n Praying 
and Preaching, and blunt rheir Brains 
in ſtudying; grudge no Pain nor Labor, 
devoting their all to, and imploying it 
in, and laying it out about this their 
Function : So our Saviour ſaith, that 
his Servant muſt be found fo doing 
when he' cometh ; that is, he muſt be 
always bufic and imployed, very in- 
duſtrious and laborious, and that with- 
out ceafing ; becauſe our Lord's com- 
ing is always uncertain. ' So' St. Paul 
commands 77mothy , 7 charge thee be- 
fore God, and the Lord Feſus Chrif?, 
who fhall judge the quick and the dead, 
, | al 
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at his appearing, and his kingdom, Preach 
the ward initani in ſeofon, out of ſeaſon, 
reprove, rebuke, exiort, with all lorg 
Satjering aud doftrine. Day and vigh 
at ej: gzmes he muſt laber; when any 
Convemency preſented : And he.was 
a molt excellent Praftifer. of bis own 
Precopts:; for he tells: rhe. Corznthiaps, 
That he would very gladly ſpend and be 2 oy , 
ſpent for them : Exhauſt (his Spirits, '” 
Bload, and all tor :their Souls good. 
And:when he had-et Milerws called the 
Biſhops, the Presbyters of Epheſus,' he 
telis them in that excellent Speech to 
them, 7 kept back nothing that was pro- Afts 20 
fitable unto 'you : hut have ſhewed you, ** 3” 
and have taught you publickly, and from 
houſe. to houſe : All day” preaching and 
praying in publick aſſemblies; and at 
night inſtrutting private families. And 
ain, watch aad remember that by the 
y ace of. three years; I ceaſed not to warn | 
every one night and day with tears. An | 
excellent Example propolty for our 
Imitation, | 
6, Such muſt be courageous and | 
_ 


. 
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magnanimous; Of an undavnted and 


fearleſs Spirit in the Diſcharge of their - 
Office. Stewards muſt be ſo, or elſe 


every ſawcy and unruly Fellow will 
daunt them; and tread them. down, and 


ſo either make them ceaſe to Diſcharge. 


their Duty, or-elſe out of fear to at 


quite contrary thereto. So muſt Mi- 
- niſters, becauſe they will meer with Af- 
fronts, Accuſations, ContradiQions, E- . 
vil Intreaties from: ſome other -of the , 
Family ; beſides Perſecutions of all forts -- 


from abroad, (if -the Devil can raiſe 
them) evenall Perſecutions of Tongue, 
Hands, Sword, Priſons, Gibbets, and 
Flames; and the more able,wiſe, faith- 
ful, and laborious they are, the greater 
Oppoſitions, and more ſtout and dar- 
ing Encounters they are likely to meet 
with, even in the Church are-Tares as 
well as Wheat, Chaft as well-as 'good 
Grain, bad as well as good Fiſh, Veſſels 
of Wood:.and:Earth, and to Diſhonour, 
as well as Veſſels: of Gold and: Silver, 
and to Honour ; and from theſe, if for- 
reign.Perſecutions come not, they muſt 

expect, 
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expect, and will experience, very great 
Oppoſitions and Diſcouragements, and 

| theretore they muſt have a courage- 
ous Spirit, and a Countenance like a 
Wall of Iron, and a Gate of Braſs ; or 
they will never be able to bear up a- 
gainſt, and wade thro' all theſe : God 
. therefore forbids his Prophets this car- 
nal Fear of Men, as, Gird up thy loins Fer: 1.17; 
| . and ariſe, and ſpeak unto them all that 7 | 
| . commaud thee :* Be not diſmayed ar their 
faces, left 1 confound thee before them, 
-$o allo , Son of man, be not afraid of 
' them, neither be afraid of their words, 
tho' briars and thorns be with thee, and 
thou dofi dwell among ſcorpions : be not 
afraid of their words, nor be diſmayed at 
their looks, though they be a rebellious 
houſe. | 
7. Such muſt be zealous for God's 
Glory, and devoted to his Honour : 
| Stewards muſt be heartily afiefted 
; With, and {ſwayed by their Maſter's In- 
tereſt, and muſt look upon their Lord's 
Reputation as their own grand Con- 
can; and this will engage them to be 
pru- 


Exh. 2. 5 
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prudent, faithful, diligent, &c. tn their 
Place. So muſtMinifters be toward God, 
toward his Name, Kingdom, and Glc- 
ry. - So was Sf. Paul that glorious Stc- 
ward, that incomparable Example of 
all Stewards; who did and ſuffered 
more tor the Glory of his Lord, and 
for the Good of his Houſhold, then a- 
ny other; he tells us, That "twas his 
earneft expedtation, and his hope, that in . 
nothing he” ſhould be athamed ; but that 
with all boldneſs, as always, fo then alſo, 
Chrift ſhould be magnified in his body, 
whether 'twere by life or by death. Hz 
would labor, he would ſuffer, he would © 
hve mduiſtrioufly, and wear out him- 
ſelf; he would die ſhameſully, and give 
up- himſelf for the Magniftcation of the 
Lord Jeſus. And fo in other places he 


 Profeſſes, Bond's and affliftions abide me, 


neither count I my life dear unto myſelf, 
fo 1 might finiſh my courſe with joy ; and 
the miniſtry which I have received of the 
Lord Feſus, "to teſtifie the goſpel of the 
grace of God, So that he might teſti- 
fie rhe Goſpel, and introduce Fews and 

"7 Gentiles 
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Gentiles ro believe in. Chrift, and to 
worſhip God, he would willingly un- 
dergo all Perſecutions home to a cruel 
and diſgraceful Death. And ſo again, | 
I am ready not to be bound only, but al- 49 21 | 

' fo to die at Feruſalem for the name of 4 
the Lord Feſus. For his Praiſe and 
Glory; ſo allo ought we to be zealous 
roward it, if ever we hope to fulfil our 
Miniſtry. 

8. Such ought to be loving and af- 
fe&ed toward the Church, and People 
of Gad, to ſet a due Value upon their 
Souls, and to have an ardent good will 
toward them : Stewards ſhould have 
Love toward the Family, rejoyce in its 
welfare, delight in its Proſperity, &c. 
without which they will either care- 
leſly negle&, or heedlefly and heart- 
leſly perform their Duty toward them. 
So muſt Miniſters be toward their Peo- 
ple; and hereinalfo follow that glorious 
Pattern St. Paul, who ſays concerning 
the Fews, 7 ſay the truth in Chrift, I gn, 9. r, 
lie not, my conſcience alſo bearing me wit- 3: 
neſs in the Holy Ghof#, That 1 have 

great 
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great heavineſs and continual ſorrow in 
my heart : For I could wiſh myſelf were 
accurſed from Chriit for my brethren, my 

b: kinſmen according to the fleſh. And a- 
Rom.10. 1. 2a1n ; Brethren, my hearts defire and 
prayer to'God for Iſrael is, that they 
might be ſaved. The ſame ardent Love 
and earning Bowels had he toward the 
Gentile Churches ; ſo herells the Corin- 
t agg thians, Behold, the third time I am rea- 
denſom to: you; for I ſeek not yours, but 
you : for children ought not to lay up for 
the parents, but the parents for the chil- 
dren. And IT will very gladly ſpend and 
be ſpent for you, though the more abun- 
dantly I Iove you, the leſs I be loved. 
And fo allo he declares his Love to the 
Theſſalonians, But we were gentle among 
you, even as a nurſe cheriſheth her chil- 
dren : So, being affetionately deſirous of 
you, we were willing to have imparted to 


you, not the goſpel of God only, but alſo 


t Theſſ. 2 
1,8, 11. 


your own ſouls, becauſe ye were dear unto | 


us... Te know how we exhorted and com- 
forted, and charged every one of you (as 
a 


dy to come to you; and I will not be bur- 


OE 
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a father dethihis children,) So ſhould 


our-heartsbe affected roward our Peo- 
| ple, and:ſo-we ſhould follow that Pre- 

| cept, 'Feed'[the flock of God, and take 
; the overſight thereof, not by conſtraint, 


but. willmgly-; 'not for filthy Iucre, but of 
a readyi\mind.” | | 


-' 92, Suck muſtibe. bumble and pati- 
' ent: Stewards muſt be of a compoſed 


and even Spirit, and not: be in a paſ- 
ſion and ſtorm for every little Miſcar- 
riage; elſe. they'll be unfit to manage 
the Aﬀairs of a great Houſhold. So 


Miniſters muſt-be of/a fetled and undi-' 


ſturbed Spirit, not ſoon angry, over- 
looking,. paſſing by, and dif-regar- 
ding. ot,” and not troubled at the 111 
Humors, and unhandſom and provo- 


| king Carriage, w hich they muſt expect 


to meet with from fore or other of. 
the Family ;. yea, from them from 
whom: they leaſt expeCt-it, and leaſt 
deſarve.it :.\ This-is:expreſly command- 


er. 5. 24 


| 


' 


ed\them ;- a: Biſhop muſt be: patienr +, Tin.2.1 


and :fo.the Servant of -rhe Lord muſt 4. - 


nat ſtrive, but. be- gentle” to'all'Men; 
TLINCEE D apt 
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ſtruCtiog thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, 


if God peradventure will give them re- 


pentance to\the acknowledging. of the 


Truth, and that they may. recover: 
themlejves out of the Snareof the. De-+ 
vil's who are taken captive at.-his will. 


They muſt imitate Moſes, and be zea- 
lous in God's Cauſe; but meek and as 
unconcerned in their own, G&c. 

10. Laſtly, Such muſt be blame- 
leſs, and tree from 'all Vice, com- 
mendable, praiſe worthy, and: ſhining 


in all Graces an.: Vertues, 11 all Gra- 
vity and venerable Deportment : Ste- 
werds muſl be {o, or they will never . 
keep up their Authority in the Fami- 


ly; if thev.be vain or-vicious every 


one will deipiſe them. Sv Miniſters 
inuſt excc<1l 10 all excellent and eminent. 
Manners and Practice, - and give all 


good Examples to their: People ; fo 


rhey are enjoyn'd, Not as Lords over 
bo 5. 3- God's. heritage, but as examples ts-the 
Tim. 4+ flock. So is Timothy charged, 7o be an 
example of the believers in word, in con-' 


verſation, 
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verſation, in charity, in ſpirit, in faith, | 
7n purity. And St: Paw tells us that ' "4 
he was ſo, Brethren, be ye followers to-Phil-3. 11 
gether of me ; and —_ them. which 
walk ſo.as ye have us for an enſample. :.' 
For our converſation i in heaven, from." 
whence alſo we look for the Saviour the 
Lord Feſus Chriff. Which they muſt - 
do to confirm their Do&trine ; they 
muſt preach out of the Pulpit by. their 
Lives, as well as in the Pulpit by their 
Sermons: this they muſt do to main-.. 
tain their Authority over,-and their | 
Reſpet from the Houſhold of God. 
So St. Paul direfts Timothy to do, ha» 
ving commanded him, Ler no may de- 1 Tin. 4 
hiſe thy youth, He knew that ſome '? 
Perſons would be apt to diſdain to be 
taught, to be reproved by a young 
Lad, a beardleſs Boy, (as we ule to fay) 
& ſo to contemn him ; which he warns 
him againſt, and dire&s how he may 
avoid 1t, even by being an Enſample to 
the Believers in Word, in Converfati- 
on, &c. by ſhining in all Graces, Du- | 
ties and Vertues toward God and Man. 
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\* And this was that which procured to 
FebjtheBaptift ſo great Revetenceand. 
Reſpe& from Herod, He fearel Foln, 
knowing that he was a juft man and an _ 
holy, and objerved bitn,” and when he. 
heard him, he id many thin $,and beard, 
him” gladly:  *6' that bis Eminent Life © 
artd*{hining” Converſation” won him ,. 
from fuch'a cruel Tyrant, awe'to his. 
Perſon, atteiidance to his Doctrine, and. 
obedience in'many things to his Injun- | 
Ctions ;.tho" in the caſe"df his Zerodz- 
as; rather 'thin be parted fm her, he . 
would part Johy#/s Head from his Body, 
The Tutle that the. Holy Ghoſt: gives 
Miniſters, '&0"all 'ehgdge them hereun- 
«07 as they atecalled EmbatTadors, Fa- | 
thers,Lights, Stirs, Angels: Bow grave 
then, how fhinihg, how excinplary,how 
heavenly ſhould they: be ?*The [chief . 
Graces and Duties 'which they ought to. - 
have and perform, dhd the LP Nrices 
and' Sins which they ought'to ſubdue 
and avoid, 'we have ſpecifted"in 1.7m. 
3-1, 7. Tit.1.5,6, 8. to which I re- 
ter you. Tn a word, let us but well .. 
d >T6:&;1 Ft \ ws ' ſtudy 
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| Paul, to Tr imothy and Titus ; yr we 
ſhall nerd no other Gannons or Dire- 
*toty ; for he' tells Timothy that *twas 


piſtles to him, 1f 7 tarry long, that thou 


and Contradifions that we dg, or may 


- cite us to all theſe Particulars, I ſhall 


ET inoiOl et NO Pope's Pop fr | 
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for This end that he wrote thoſe ,E- 


maift know bas thou oughteſt to behave , 
thyſelf in the houſe of God, which # the 
church of the living God, the pillar and 
ground of truth. 

Now becauſe I know that thro' the 
Corruptions.of our own Nature, and 
our baſe inward Diſcouragements, and 
the manifold and great Oppaſitiqns 


meet with... , Motives are uſeful tO ex- 


take Ieaye to hint ſome few, yery bricf- 
ly, becauſe a word to the wiſe is fuk. 
fictenr. | - 'n 
Motives. 1. Becauſe. of our Laid, 
whoſe. Gare we are, there 1s po- 
ching in him, (as there may be in Hu- 
mane Lords and Maſters, ) that can 
giye us the leaſt Incouragement to, 
mit, to be remiſs iN, Or tO RA A 
D 3 our 
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- our Duty ; but all to the contrary : 
- God is not ignorant, but knows us, 
- and all we do; he is not careleſs or 


heedleſs, but ſtrictly and exaQly ob-. 


ſerves us, and all our Behaviours; he 
_ © 1s not unconcerned about his Family, 
. -or nd way touched with our Miſde- 
meanors, and its Wrongs, but very jea- 
lous of his own Glory, and his Fami- 
ly's Good ; he is not impotent or un- 
able to Avenge himſelf, or execute his 
| Diſpleaſure, but Almighty, Oc. 
| 2. Becauſe of the Houſhold over 
' Which we are, 'tis the Church of God, 
' his Flock and Heritage, his peculiar 
Treaſure, the Apple of his Eye, . and 
the Darling of his Soul, &c. | 

3. Becauſe of the great and glori- 
ous Things that are intruſted with us; 
Word, Ordinances, Diſcipline, Spiritu- 
al, Heavenly and Divine Things, ſub- 
ſerviated to God's greateſt Glory, and 
' to Man's ſupream and eternal Good. 

4- Becauſe of the great and glorious 
Reward, they ſhall receive that duely 
diſcharge their Stewardſhip ; 'Tis ſaid 
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concerning the good, wiſe, faithful and © - © 
| -perſeveringly diligent Servarit and Ste- Marth. 24 
ward, that he'is bleſſed; and his Lord 45,47. - 
will make him Ruler over all that he 4344. 
hath. And that the Elders who feed 7 ”*.s- 1 
the Flock, and take the\Overſight of © . + 
it willingly, and of a ready Mind, and 
are Enſamples thereto: when the chiet 
Shepherd ſhall appear, they ſhall re- p,,.12. ; 
'ceive a Crown of Glory that fadeth | 
not away. Miniſters, good ones, ſhall 
ſhine like Stars, while others thall be 
| - but as the Firmament: We ſhall be re- 
warded nor according to our Succels, 
but according to our Labour and Faith- 
fulneſs' in our Miniſtry ; for Succeſs is 
x God's, but Labour and Induſtry is ours 
by God's aſliſtance, and therefore if 
there be. a- Miniſter -more faithful, la- 
borious, zealous, &c. in his FunQion, 
tho” he convert no Souls, yet he ſhall 
receive 4 greater R-ward then another, 
who is leſs fo, and converts many Souls. 
5. Becauſe of the dreadful Puniſh- 
ment: which thoſe Stewards muſt en- 
dure, which are nor, which do not, fo pogo 
as 


| i 
| 52 The Faftor.+Gare aft Dignity, 
(Luke 12. ias we have been exhorted to :-In thoſe ' 
45.45 fo frequently,quoredPaſſages tis threat- 
red againſt the Lazy, the Secure, the 
| Rude, and the Fighting Servant and 
Steward, That his Lord will come in a 
1 Cor. 9.16, day that be-looketh not for him, and at _ 
an hour that he is not aware, and will cut 
him in ſunder ; and will appoint him his 
portion with the hypocrites and. the wnbe- 
| lievers: 'And St. Paul denounceth a 
! Woe againſt himſelf if he preached not 
| the Goſpel; and fo to us, we'do.not 
| .preach it and practice it-as we ought. 
As good Miniſters are ordinarily the 
beſt Men, and do God molt ſervice, 
and the Church-moſt benefit on Earth ; 
and ſo receive 'the greateſt degrees of 
Glory in Heaven : 1o bad and profane 
Maniſters are uſually the very worſt of | 
Men, bring to God greateſt Diſhonour, | 
to the Church greateſt Detriment, and 
ſhall lie down deppeſt | ig the botrom- 
leſs Pir, 
\- 6, I wouid add one more to Mini- 
Ners of our. Per{waſions, : and that: is, 
B emule tn theſe .days God hath given 
| us 
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- us ſo-wenderfully our Liberty, hath o- - © » 


pened-our-Mourhs, -givetn us Freedom 


"to preach, -boldly and publickly ro 


Coogregations without fear of Fines or 


Bonds, and tas hitherto'to this day ſo 


graciouſly prolonged it to us, and gi- 


.ven us a Meeting of ſo:many in Peace, 


Ingenuity and Gratitude ſhould con- 


ſtrain us to do all that poſſibly we can 


for God and his Glory, for Chriſt and 
his Church. 

We- proceed to the ſecond Objet 
of Extiortation : 

2. This ſerves to exhort thoſe who 
intend for "the Miniſtry, to conſider 
well and wiſely what they are about, 
what the greatneſs, the weight, the 
charge of this Stewardſhip are, and 
what they ought to be and do that are 
of this Function, and fo not todare to 
enter raſhly thereon, without the due 
Qualifications (at leaſt-in ſome good 
meaſure,) of Head, Heart, and Life, of 
Learning and Orthodoxy, of Grace 
and Experience, of Manners and Praiſe- . 
worthineſs, of Converſation. St. Paul 
E en- 
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x 75.3.6. enjoyns thatia: Miniſter muſt - not be 


'y£0wAG., a Novice, or a Novel Graft 
-juſt now grafted in ; he muſt not be a 


Novice in the*Faith, nor-a Novice in } 
Grace, nor a Novice in Manners: ' Per- | 
ſons muſt not-take the Charge of the | 


Myſteries of 'God to themſelves, when 
they are bur. little better qualified then 
the meaneſt Servants, 'not ſo':well as 
.moſt, yea, perhaps really nor of the 
Family of God themſelves, of the In- 
viſible Church by Grace. I would not 
here be thought to diſcourage all:young 
Men from-entring upon the Miniſtry, 
_ (eſpecially 'now:ithat the Charch of God 
.ts'in ſo:great need of Paftors,) for I 
well know that'a young 7 imothy may 
be as wgJl-qualified for ir, and demean 
himſelkds well in' it, as a:moreaged A- 
pollos : Bur then T am ſure ſuch quali- 
fied young: Men will : be: the: leaft for- 
ward, andthe moſt backward to under. 
take it, becauſe they know-the Naugh- 
rineſs of theirown Hearts;:rhe ſtrength 
and working of their own -Corrupti- 
'ons.; they know they have a-hard task 
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; to look after, and to keep their own 


| take upon them the Charge of others 
Souls ; to be put upon keeping others 
Vine-yards, when they cannot keep 
their. own ; and ſo muſt be thruſt out 


| Lord's Harveſt. Whereas they who 
are leaſt prepared and moſt unfit, are 


| 
| 
| (as it were) with Violence into the. 


the moſt forward to' noderrake the / © 


Miniſtry, and will not be reſtrained by . 


any Cautions from ruſhing upon that 


Fundtion, for which tliey have no Fit- 
neſs nor Preparation. 

I proceed-to the third Obje& of this 
Uſe :. 

3- This ſerves to exhort the Family 
and Houſhold over which Miniſters 
areStewards 3 that in the words of the 
Text, 7! bey would ſo account of them, 
duly carry it toward them in Mind, ; 
Heart, and PraCtice; I ſhall mention a/ 

| mw Particulars very briefly : 

' I. Do you Honour and Reverence 

| vous Miniſters as in ſuch a FunRion.; 

for tho? they be. your Fellow-ſervants 
E 2 to- 
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| Souls, and therefore they tremble to - 


I Theſſ. g. 
I2. 


Heb.13.17. 


The PiBor's Care and Dignity, 


. toward: 'Ged, yet they .are- your Buperiors 
in the Eamily, having the higheſt Office 
therein, and none.aboys then as chey.are 
Stewards of God's Myſteries, (for tho' we 


&# "w 


acknowledge the Magiſtrate to have. an 


. Authority about ſacred Thingsand Perlons, 


:yet he has nothing to do in them,) and {o 
.are ſaid in Scripture, to be over you, to 


have the Rule over you; and inthoſe fore- | 


mentioned Texts, the Lord Chriſt is ſaid 
to make his Servants and his ctewards Ru- 


1 Cor. g. the Apoſtle calls Diſpenſation or Steward- 


17, 18. 


ſhip in one Verſe, in the very next he calls 


Power or Authority. Wherefore you owe 


them Reſpe& and Reverence, which you 
muſt have in your Hearts and Carriage 
toward their Perſons. 


_2., Obey ,your Miniſters, and ſubmit-, 


ting yourſelves unto them, to their Autho- 
rity in Chriſt you muſt ſubmit, and to 
their Commands from Chriſt you muſt o- 
bey : (If what we enjoyn be not accord- 


ing, to the Word, do not obey us; as if ® 


what we teach be not according to it, do 
not believe.us; and if what we threaten 
be not according to it, do not fear it,c.) 
Whatever, we enjoyn or forbid, if it he 
*proved from the Word of Chriſt, you muſt 
do- the one and forbear the other : You 


lers over all his Houſhold : and that which | 
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-drs are commanded, To obey them that have Heb. 13. 
Fice 7he rule. over you, .and ſubmit yourſebues ; for "7 
they watch for your ſouls, as they that mu#t,./ 
"wa give account, that they may do it with joy and 
: not with grief, for that is unprofitable for you. 
15. | 3» Love your Miniſters dearly, and at- 
'\ fe& them highly, (in all theſe particulars 
we ſuppoſe.chem co be ſuch as deſerve the 
/ name of Mimifters, and dotheir Duty) for -. 
(2i4 heir great Labours, and the great and ine- - 
Ri. ſtimable Profic they bring (if the Fault be 
ich | Not your, own,) to. your own Souls: So'; 
rg]. They loved St, Paul, who! when. he took his, As 20. 
2211s Leave of, them,, and told them he ſhould 3% 3?- 
wel ee them no more ; wept fore, and fell on . 
his neck and. kiſſed him: And yer more 
the' Galatians loved him at their firſt Con- 
verſion, and. before they were alienated }_ 
nit. from him by Underminers and falſe Tea-' . 
chers, for he bears them Record, That if 1 The: 5. 
| tol #t 24d been poſſible rhey would have plucked out 12, 13: 
their eyes, and bave given them to him; (that 
»rd. 15) it thereby they could have done him a- 
« if Dy ſervice:). And the Apoſtle commands 
you all to eſtgerm them very highly: in love * 
tor their Works ſake , Who' labour among 
F Jou, and are over you in the Lord; ani admo-- 
- bel Ph gon... - 33 116 T8 
wſtl 4 Content yourſelves with the Portion, 
ou A God's, Myſteries _ they diſtribute 
ria Z | to 


oY 
©? 
CR ol 


S 


68 The Paftor's C are and' Dignity, 
to you : You'tnuſt conclude that ſuch are 
' wiſer then you, and beter know what is 


' j 
Fo - 


beſt for your Souls than yourſelves; if they 
reprove you, if they caution you, look up- 


on it as more proper and uſeful then Com- 


mendation'/and Encouragement; If they 
adviſe you co- abſtain a ſhort time longer 
from the Sacrament, till you have gotten 


more Knowledge and better Preparation; . 


not to exclude you from it, but that you 


may come more profitably and comfort- |! 


ably to it, be well coritent, and do nor fling 


- **-off in a Pet; as the fooliſh and inexcuſable . * 
manner of ſome is, and never come near ! 


andchear tim more. . * 

5. Help your Miniſters in their Charge 
and Labour, and make it as eaffe as you 
can for them : The Stewardſhip and Charge 
of - God's Myſteries, -and of Sout, is a moſt 
weighty and tremendous Burden, which 


; you ſhould endeavour to alleviate, which 
you ſhould do, by being thriving Chriſt. 


ans in Enowledge and Godlinels, for this 
would be: their Delight, and where the 
Heart is'joyful, there the Labour will be 
eaſje. By'edubating your Families (Pa- 
rents and\'Maſters) in the Faith'of Chriſt, 
and the Fearof God; by watching loving- 


ly and prudently one over another, and {| 


mutually reproving, adviſing, exhorting, 
| | warn- 


.and the People's. Duty: 


warning, as juſt caule is given.. Were theſe 
things duly performed: by che People, much 
of the Miniſte:'s Care and Pain:would be di- 
miniſh'd. 1 {37 4 : be 2 2. "£4 

| 6, Pray to God fervently for ſuch: Ste- 
wards when. you are deſtitute of them ;\-and 
bleſs God enlargedly for:thenr when you are. 
furniſh'd with them, as one 6f the greateſtBle(- 


| fings under Heaven. Thus wehave finiſh'd the: 


Utle of Exhortation, and/proceed to a third. 
3. This Doctrin ſerves:by-way of Reproof;: 
x. To Stewards. 2. Toathe Houthold. -- (' - 
Repreh. 1. Of all Miniſters that either are 
unable or unwilling to do :the Daty of the 
Stewards of God's Houle; that-either negle&t 


59 


2 


or contragi& their Dury' either in Language: 
or Carriage, who by ſpeaking or living do-poi-: 


ſon or. diſorder the Houſhold, or by filence- 
and lazineſs ſtarve it, the condition of ſach 


' Wretches is miſerable anddreadful. © © 53 c 
2. Of thoſe of the Houſholdwho eithero-:: 
| mit or contradict theſe: Duties they owe-to- 
their Miniſters, do not ſo account ofthem'as' 
| of God's Stewards, but. demear) themſelves 


quice contrary ; theſe little! conſider that the 


. 
> 


© 
» 


4a © 


Difſ-reſpe&s' and Injuries they offer the Ste- 


wards'(the Miniſters) are:offered to the Lord 
(even God himſelf) of the Houſhold ; yer he 


; tells them they are fo, He that deſpiferh you de- 


i 


. \ fpiſeth me, and bg that deſpiſeth me deſpilſeth him 


that 


60: The Paſtor's Care arid \Daigaity,” 
$bat ſent me, Luke 10. 16. And Chriſt's and 
God's 'Diſhondur will redound to your De- 
ſtracion, if Repentance :and . Reformation 
| prevent not. - I proceed to the fourth and: 
] aft Ute. . | = _ ' F1 . 
This Doctrine alſo ſerves for Comfort to 
laborious Miniſters and People. . 
'Conſol. 1. To all good, able; faithful, ſhi- 
ning Miniſters, who faithfully diſcharge, and | 
duly demean themſelves in their Stewardſhip | 
ſychare moſt excellentand moſtblefſed.ones, 
whatever a proud, fooliſh and.profane World : 
judges of thens; 2 ttt DO ff ens 
- 2. 'To all thoſe ef the Family that duely:; 
demean: themſelves foward their Miniſters, 
in all things do dutifullyaccountoftthem + - 
as Miner of Chriſt, and Stewards. of the - 
Myſteries of God, for the Honour and.Re-. 
 ſaeRtythe Obedience and Duty that are given. 
. to theſe are given: to the Lord Chriſt himſelf, / 
-as he Himſelf -affures. us, He that' beareth) you, 
# beareth me, and the honours that is givente.Chrift 1 
ſhall return an hundred fold into the: boſom of him, 
ibat gives it, Luketo.16. Would go Godthat + 
all Congregations had ſuch Stewards and Pa- 
ſcors, and that all Stewards had ſuch a-Fami- . 
ly and Congregation, each diſcharging theſe: 
Duries here diſcourſed of; for fo. *twould fare ' 
very well with the Churoh of God, - - ' 


FIN I -$- 


